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In 1967 the United Brands Company initiated the collection of seeds of wild Elaeis
oleifera in Central and South America. These were grown at the Costa Rican Station for
evaluation. At present, the collection consists of 326 accessions totalling 4974 palms of
different ages, representing seven countries classified into 36 collection zones.

This paper is a summary of the evaluation of material originating from Costa
Rica, Panama and Colombia. Information on bunch composition, vegetative characteris-
tics and yield is presented, along with an evaluation of usefulness in crossing and selection
programmes. In general, the germplasm from Central America presented a more interesting
bunch composition than the Colombian types. Nevertheless, the Colombian oleifera seems
to have a superior fresh fruit bunch (FFB) production potential,

The American oil palm, Elaeis oleifera, is of interest in breeding programmes
for the production of interspecific hybrids with the African oil palm Elaeis
guineensis. Meunier & Boutin (1975); Patino (1977) and Hartley (1977) have
described its outstanding characteristics of low annual trunk height incre-
ment, quality of the oil and resistance to major diseases.

Considerably less information has been published on the variability. of
yield, bunch and vegetative characteristics of Elaeis oleifera. Arasu & Raja-
naidu (1976) emphasised the importance of the collection of wild material
of Elaeis oleifera and the conservation of the genetic resources of the species.
In fact, the natural populations of the American oil palm are being gradually
destroyed, as a result of an increasing demand for land for agriculture and
livestock.

In 1967, the United Brands Company initiated a collection of seeds in the
natural populations of Elaeis oleifera in Costa Rica, Panama and Colombia.
Later in 1975 and 1976, seeds were collected from different populations in
Surinam, Honduras, Nicaragua and Brazil. The collected materials were
established in Coto, Costa Rica, under commercial conditions, for evaluation
and study.

At present, the whole collection consists of 326 different entries, repre-
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